
 

 

HEADS UP! 
 

We are RESPECTFUL  –  WHAKANUI 
This means that we will follow in the footsteps of Jesus, and like Saint Mary 

MacKillop ‘Be gentle and kind to one another’ 

“Dear children let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth”  1 John 3:18 
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (Matthew, Chapters 5-7) 

 

Friday 24th February  

Kia ora koutou katoa 

Sharing the Gospel   Matthew 4:1-11 
This Sunday is the First Sunday of Lent, the first of the five Sundays of the 
season of Lent before we enter into Holy Week, as we prepare ourselves for 
the coming of the great mystery of the Passion 
of the Lord and all of His saving works, and the 
glorious celebration at Easter. 

 
The Gospel tells the account of Jesus’ temptation 
in the desert. For forty days and nights Jesus 
remains in the wilderness, without food, getting 
ready for what comes next. The wilderness represents a place of preparation, 
a place of waiting for God’s next move, a place of learning to trust in God’s 
mercy. 

As we start our journey through Lent, our Sunday readings call us to adopt the 
same confidence that Jesus had in the face of temptation. We are reminded 
to deepen our relationship with God through the three pillars of Lent; prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving with the right intention and purpose, that is to bring 
ourselves closer to God. 

 
Pre-loved School Shoe Collection - Island Child 
Outgrown school shoes? Bring them to the office! 
The children of Island Child (transitional housing charity in Point England) are 
in need of good condition pre-loved school shoes. If your children have 
outgrown or no longer require their black school shoes or sandals, could you 
please drop them to the collection in our school office. They will be delivered 
to Island Child.  
  



 

Te Waipuna Puawai 
Our school has had a long connection with Te Waipuna Puawai. Sister Marie 
and the Sisters of Mercy have sent a message of thanks to all our families for 
their donations of food and clothes received last year. They assure us that our 
generosity is not taken for granted and that it really does make a difference to 
the people they work with. 
 
For those of you who are new to our school, you will have seen the email 
asking for non-perishable food to be brought to school. The weeks that your 
year level are rostered on for this is also on the school calendar.  
 
Children can bring the food to their learning spaces or put it straight into the 
basket in the office area. Our kind parent volunteers deliver it once a week. 
You can find out more about Te Waipuna here https://www.twp.org.nz/ 
 

 
OUR LEARNING 

 
Shrove Tuesday  & Ash Wednesday 
This week we celebrated the beginning of the Lenten season with Shrove 

Tuesday and Ash Wednesday. From pancake making to creating identity 

headgear and a parade for Carnivale, our children have been immersed in 

this important liturgical celebration. Our Ash Wednesday liturgy was filled with 

prayer and reflection as we received our ashes to mark our identity as 

members of the Catholic Church.  

During Lent we encourage our children to focus less on what they “can give 

up” and more on what they “can do”. Pope Francis reminds us that we are all 

members of one human family and calls us to offer whatever we can to our 

brothers and sisters in need. We are blessed with privilege and richness in 

our lives. Please discuss different actions your children can take to help those 

less fortunate than themselves. Some ideas for this are on the Lenten 

Calendars that have been sent home 

Your children will also have brought home their decorated Koha Boxes. They 

can earn extra coins over Lent whenever they show that they are doing 

something for others. This money will be collected 

and donated to Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand on 

our LIVE 

SIMPLY DAY 

on 

Wednesday 

29th  March.  

 
 

https://www.twp.org.nz/


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 6 Camp 
Our Year 6 students had great fun at their Camp which was at MERC Long 
Bay and were blessed with fine weather for the three days they were away. 
Thanks to Mrs Morgan for helping with the Camp planning and, Mrs Allaway 
and Miss Byers, as well as all the amazing parent helpers who stayed 
overnight with the children.  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  



 

OUR PEOPLE 
 
Vacancy for School Board parent representative 
 We will shortly have a vacancy on the School Board for an elected parent 
representative. The Board has decided to fill the vacancy by selection and 
intends to ask our community for expressions of interest in the role – more 
details to follow.  
 
However if 10% or more of eligible voters on the school roll ask the Board 
(within 28 days of this notice being published) to instead hold a by-election to 
fill the vacancy, then a by-election will be held to fill the vacancy. 
  
Request for a by-election should be sent to: Rhian Thompson 
at board@stignatius.school.nz  by 5pm on Friday 10 March 2023. 
 
Congratulations 
Recently the Loughnan family welcomed a new baby, Oliver Alegre.  A lovely 
baby brother for Sophie. Well done Nara and Sam. 
 
Friends & Family Parents Update 

 
Colour run: 
As you will have seen in the email earlier today, we have rescheduled the 
event until tomorrow Saturday afternoon - starting at 4pm. 
 
Key things to remember; dress colourfully, bring cash, a towel, a change of 
clothes for your kids and any Saturday drinks you may wish to enjoy.  
 
And if you’re now able to be a volunteer, make yourself known to the friends 
and family group when you arrive. 
 
We know this change might be disruptive for some and some of you might not 
be able to make it now. We are very sorry but the weather situation is simply 
out of our control.  
 
If you cannot make it, please email Sarah Nightingale 
on saiz.nightingale@gmail.com and confirm whether you wish to receive a 
refund. Otherwise we will assume you are happy to donate to the school. 
Thanks all!  
 
Upcoming parents’ event: 
When: March 18th, 5.30pm - 10.30pm. 
Where: St Heliers Tennis Club. 
There'll be some on-court tennis action for those that wish to have a hit. For 
everyone else, the bar will be open and we have a fabulous food truck lined 
up too.  
So come along, meet some new people and have a fun night out! 
Tickets are available now on myKindo. 
(And, for those who purchased tickets for the original date, your tickets are 
still valid so we'll see you there).  

mailto:board@stignatius.school.nz
mailto:saiz.nightingale@gmail.com


 

OUR PLACE 
Policies 
This term the Board are reviewing the following policies: 

• Legislation and Administration 

• Privacy 

• Official Information Requests 
If you would like to contribute to the review please go to 
www.schooldocs.so.nz then search the school in the drop down menu. 
Log on details are: stignatius 
Password: stheliers 
You can then go to Current Review for instructions. 
 
School Uniform 
Just a reminder that this term the school uniform should be worn with black 
school sandals, not shoes and socks. Children are expected to have their 
sandals on when they arrive in the morning and when they leave the learning 
spaces at the end of the day. 
 
Teacher Only Day 
Last year the Ministry of Education announced four teacher-only days across 
2023 and 2024 to support all schools to prepare for upcoming curriculum 
changes, particularly the New Zealand Curriculum refresh. 
https://curriculumrefresh.education.govt.nz/whats-changing 
 
The first of these teacher-only days has to be held in the first two weeks of 
Term 2. Therefore, like many other schools, we will hold the first one on 
Monday 24th April. Tuesday  25th April is Anzac day, a public holiday, so 
Term 2 will start for children on Wednesday 26th April. 
 
Have a lovely weekend everyone and hopefully we will see lots of you 
tomorrow at the Colour Run. 
 
Jane Penney 
Principal Tumuaki 
 
 

OUR CALENDAR 
Note: for the most up to date information check the calendar on our website 

https://www.stignatius.school.nz/ 

TERM 1, 2023 

Week 5 
Te Waipuna Collection – Tamaki Hapu Group (Year 1 & Year 4) 

Wednesday 1st March Waitematā Hapu Mass (Year 3 and Year 6)  

Wednesday 1st & Thursday 2nd 
March 

Baradene College Open day & tours for Y6 
students 

Week 6 
Te Waipuna Collection – Waitematā Hapu Group (Year 3 & Year 6) 

Wednesday 8th March Tamaki Hapu Mass (Year 1 & Year 4) 

Wednesday 8th March Sacred Heart College Open Day for Y6 students 

http://www.schooldocs.so.nz/
https://curriculumrefresh.education.govt.nz/whats-changing
https://www.stignatius.school.nz/


 

Thursday 9th March IDENTITY Games – Athletics day at College 
Rifles for the whole school 

Week 7 
Te Waipuna Collection – Rangitoto Hapu Group (Year 2 & Year 5) 

Thursday 16th March Board Meeting 7pm 

Friday 17th March St Patrick’s Day – mufti day. Wear green and 
bring a gold coin for Cyclone Relief 

Friday 17th March Bay Suburbs Swimming 

Saturday 18th March Friends and Family event at St Heliers Tennis 
Club 

Week 8 
Te Waipuna Collection – Tamaki Hapu Group (Year 1 & Year 4) 

Sunday 19th March Top Schools Competition at Churchill Park 

Wednesday 22nd March Waitematā Hapu Mass (Year 3 & Year 6) 

  

2023 Term dates: 

Term 1: Thursday 2nd February – Thursday 6th April 

Term 2: Wednesday 26th April (for children) – Friday 30th June 

Note: Teacher Only Day - Monday 24th April. Anzac Day- 25th April 

Term 3: Monday 17th July – Friday 22nd September 

Term 4: Monday 9th October – Friday 15th December  (TBC) 

 

 

 

Sacred Heart College Enrolment Applications for Year 7 and 
Year 9 for 2024 are now open 
Places are available in Years 7 and 9 in 2024, with Boarding available from 
Year 9. Applications are prioritised in accordance with our Enrolment 
Scheme. Scholarships are available. 

Join us for our Open Day on Wednesday, 8 March 2023. Two sessions are 
being held, 10am and 1pm in our Auditorium, followed by tours of the 

 

 

St Ignatius Parish Playgroup 
 

Join us for playgroup at the Parish Centre, Monday mornings during the school term. 
 
All welcome, parents, grandparents, aunts & uncles, friends, and other family members. Each week feel 
free to come along for a cup of tea, some baked goodies, and friendships for both the children and adults. 
 
When: Monday morning’s during school term from 9.15am 
Where: St Ignatius Parish Centre  
 12 Kotiri St, St Heliers, Auckland 
Details: Stay for as long or as little as you like  
 Contact Philippa for more information 027 717 2513  



 

College. Parking will be available at Gates 3 & 4, West Tamaki Road, 
Glendowie. 

Applications for enrolment close Friday 31 March 2023. Apply online here. 
Visit www.sacredheart.school.nz for more information. 

 
  

ST MARY’S COLLEGE ENROLMENTS FOR 2024 NOW OPEN 

 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__school.us5.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D5828adea1b2a9866e8a908fb4-26id-3D7c6e0bde0b-26e-3Df5a56e2ce7&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=T0re7FRtY-L0T08mMpsX9gchyJbj2uoA3mrjGtDBq6k&m=va4tb6AWnY83nHI1FBSyapoO7NStrLNw_GRlR2ud9UcE-wOVBI67xeLIcgJGp0e5&s=q9LlnqOK8XfjbahBj_LHw1Jm3fD9-S8TokR0n1oQKMI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__school.us5.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D5828adea1b2a9866e8a908fb4-26id-3D04f3d3ae65-26e-3Df5a56e2ce7&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=T0re7FRtY-L0T08mMpsX9gchyJbj2uoA3mrjGtDBq6k&m=va4tb6AWnY83nHI1FBSyapoO7NStrLNw_GRlR2ud9UcE-wOVBI67xeLIcgJGp0e5&s=128jJWVADY4yEvH-mBYmxMQnrxfHpGcxxvN-ygYMi0U&e=
https://www.smcs.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/St-Marys-College-OPEN-DAY-flyer.png
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