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HEADS UP!

We are GENEROUS - OHAOHA

This means that we will follow in the footsteps of Jesus like Saint Mary MacKillop and
‘Never see a need without doing something about it.’
1 am generous. I look for opportunities to give and to share.
1 take time to think of others. I give freely, fully, and joyfully.
“Faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead” (James 2:15-17)
Jesus feeds the five thousand (Matthew 14:13- 21)

Friday 28thNovember
Kia ora koutou

OUR FAITH

Sharing the Gospel: Matthew 24: 37-44

This Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent, which is also
the first Sunday of a new liturgical year for the Church.
The Advent season includes the four Sundays that
precede Christmas. It is a time of preparation for the
coming of the Lord. In this season, we recall two central
elements of our faith: the final coming of the Lord in glory
and the incarnation of the Lord in the birth of Jesus.

Key themes of the Advent season are watchful waiting,
preparation, and justice.
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In the Gospel Jesus tells his disciples that the coming of the Son will catch many
people unprepared. He tells them that they are to always be ready for the day of the
Lord. No one knows the precise time of the coming of the Lord in glory, so watchful
waiting and vigilance are required. The passage speaks to the uselessness of
looking for signs; there will be none. As a thief sneaks in during the night, so will the
Lord's coming in glory be.

School Advent Mass

You are all invited to attend our whole school mass this Monday, December 1st, at
9:15 am at St Ignatius Church. This will be our last mass of the year.

Come join us as we celebrate the beginning of the season of Advent.



OUR LEARNING

Writing Enrichment

Some of our Year 5 & 6 students, Jones, Mateus, Fionn, Indi, Emily, Xanthe and
Rosie recently finished their writing extension programme and their stories were
published into a booklet which they will be sharing with some of the younger
students. The booklet is also available in our office and the library. Thank you once
again to Rebecca Sullivan for giving up her time to work with these students and, to
Amy Hills for helping publish the book.

Swimming Sports

Last Friday, our Year 4-6 students took part in Swimming Sports at Swimtastic, a
wonderful celebration of the progress they’'ve made during their two weeks of daily
lessons. A huge thank you to our amazing parent helpers—Gabby Sharp, Kathleen
Nidea, Sophie Webb-Higgs, Tash Pagano, Elizabeth Miller, Shally Goh, Kimberley
Waters, and Becs Richardson. Your support helped make the day run smoothly, and
we are so grateful for your time and enthusiasm.

Our Year 0-3 tamariki also had their time to shine with a fun and joyful showcase in
the junior pool. Learning to swim and being confident in the water is such an
important life skill here in Aotearoa, and it was fantastic to see our students
embracing the challenge.

Throughout the day, our tamariki showed courage, determination, and plenty of team
spirit. It was inspiring to see so many keen swimmers giving it their best, including
the 40 students who signed up for the relay. There were countless heartwarming
moments, students pushing themselves to complete a length, others taking on
challenging events, and lots of encouragement from our students for others.



Full results are at the end of this Heads Up.

Congratulations to our overall Year champions:

OVERALL Year Champions

Girls Boys
Y6 Olivia Rodriguez Y6 Elliott Coles
Y5 lvy Duncan Y5 Tom Burt
Y4 Millie Richardson| Y4 Kingston Hyslop

Congratulations to our Relay winners:
Amelia Dempsey, Ivy Duncan, Emily Wright and Sophia Carrasco Olea

Attendance

Many of you will already be aware of the Ministry of Education’s current focus on
attendance. This focus stems from strong evidence linking regular attendance to
better academic achievement, improved wellbeing, and positive lifelong outcomes for
students.

All schools are required to have an Attendance Management plan and you can find a
copy our ours on the school website.

The Stepped Attendance Responses (STAR) flowchart below outlines the steps that
the school will take should your children be away for extended periods of time.

STAR Attendance Flowchart
for Parents/Caregivers

Stepped Attendance Response (STAR)

+ Action: Ensure your + Action: The school will
child attends school contact you to discuss
daily. the absences.

« If Absent: Notify the « Purpose: Understand
school with a valid reasons for absence
reason (e.g., illness). and reinforce
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upport: Estal expectations.
co?\sistent routines and B
discuss the importance of Support: Collaborate with
attendance with your the school to identify any
child. issues and solutions.

GOOD WORRYING CONCERNING SERIOUS CONCERN

O - 4 days absent
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Early intervention helps prevent
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Key Points: egular attendance is crucial for your brolongad dbsences.

child's learning and well-being.

Support is available; don't hesitate
to seek assistance

Open communication with the school
is essential.




OUR PEOPLE

of ST IGNATIUS Friends and Family

NEW and SECONG HAND Uniform Sale

We will be holding a uniform sale on 22" January from 4 — 6pm. There will be both
new and second hand items for sale so come along and support the school by
purchasing your uniform items here.

We are continuing to accept second hand uniforms in the school office between now
and the end of the year.

Have a lovely weekend everyone.
Nga manaakitanga

Jane Penney
Principal — Tumuaki

OUR CALENDAR

Note: for the most up to date information check the calendar on our website
https://www.stignatius.school.nz/

TERM 4, 2025
Week 9 Te Waipuna Collection Rangitoto Hapu — Years 2 & 5
Monday 15t December End of Year mass for Advent at St Ignatius 9:15am
Friday 5" December Year 6 Rainbows End trip
Week 10 Te Waipuna Collection Tamaki Hapu — Years 0,1 & 4
Thursday 11" December | Celebrate at Sacred Heart College 6pm
Week 11
Tuesday 16" December | School finishes for the term
In the Holidays
Thursday 22" January | New & Second Hand Uniform sale at school 4pm

2026 Term dates:

Term 1 Monday 2" February — Thursday 2" April
Term 2 Monday 20 April — Friday July 3™

Term 3 Monday 20™July — Friday 25" September
Term 4 Monday October 12" — December 15t



https://www.stignatius.school.nz/

Win the Ultimate Australian Open Experience!
Your child could win the tennis trip of a lifetime with Tennis Hot Shots and Tennis New Zealand,
plus win tennis equipment for our school!
The prize includes:

adult

Australian Open tickets

Two nights’ accommodation

grab a photo with the star players

A $500 tennis equipment pack for the winner’s school

Return flights from your nearest international airport to Melbourne for one child and one

The chance to perform the official coin toss before a big match on Rod Laver Arena and

The competition is open to all children aged 8-13 across New Zealand — no tennis experience

required!

7 Enter now at www.tennis.kiwi/win
Entries close 8 December.
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2025 5t Ignatius Swimming Results

MNEB: Highlighted in yellow are eligible for entry to Bay Suburbs Swimming in March 2026

25m FREESTYLE (3

to BS)

Year & Girls Year 6 Boys Year § Girls Year 5 Boys Year 4 Girls Year 4 Bo
Amalia Dampaay Eligll Celag Iy Duaneary Tam Bur Moly Rbusies Kiralen
Divia Rocriguar Anioni Sposih-Walson Frankis Paganc by Walers Millis Richeardaon Tamas Rod
Elsn Dardiz Cobe Swann Periry Danidis Fiorm Boyle Rilery Breram Jake Halla
T6m FREESTYLE RELAY TEAMS
Year & Girls Yoar & Boys Yoar 4 Girls Year 4 Boys
vy Biuncan T Baurt Melly Fhodes Kinston Hyslop
Frankie Paganc Toby ‘Wabers KAlie Richardson Tomas Rodrigues
Paniy Dands Fiann Boyhe Rikery Bisroeni Jakg Haila
Laiis Paria Luwie Ragan Charioms Vianny Lo Sutten
25m BAGKSTROKE (3 1o BS) ]
Yaar € Girls Year 6 Boys Yoar 6 Girls Year & Boys Yaar 4 Girls Yaar 4 Bo
Divia Rodrigues Eliott Coles Gallin Gustofson Tom Burt Milie Richardson Tamas Rod
Amelia Dempsey Cale Swann hey Donican Toby Wartars Maolly Rhodes Loo Sution
Ariner Murphy Stephen Wilier Erankin o Timmy Sharp Sophie Fiper Kingston Hyslap
l QPEN 25m FLY (2 1o B5) i
| Yaar & Girla Yoar & Boys Coprary Girls Open Bays
1 Dlivin Redrigiaz Eligll Celag I Duariizary | Kingstan H
Amelia Dompsey ok Swann BAlie Fichardson | Tomas Rodriguez
25m BREASTSTROKE (3 ie B5}
1 Yaar & Girla Yaar B Baya Yaar § Girls ¥air § Boys Yaar 4 Girls Yaar 4 Bays
1 Divia Rocriguar Eligll Colas hey Duincn Tiky Warlara Millis Rickiardaon Kirngston Hyalap
1 Rigis Richardion Al 5o h-Wals e i Tain Buf Riiliy Jaekpan
Amelia Dempsay Sbephen Miller Cailin Gustofson Dylan Hayden __Sophie Loughran | Jaka Halla
50m FREESTYLE |2 to BS) INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY jis 25m 2 iv BS)
& Olivla Rodriguez 4 Eliotl Coles FIRET | Y5 Olvia Rod i Elictt Coles
CFEM Girls (Y5 or Y OPEN Boys (Y5 or Y4 OPEN Girls (Y5 or Y4) OFENB ¥E or
I lvy Duinean Kirgilior Hyalop FIRST| Iy DClunecan | _Fingalon Hyslop
| Franiis Pagar: Tamas Redrguss SECOND | Milie Richardgon | Toby Walsrs
1 CVERALL Yaar Chamgions
Girls Boys
¥& Olivia Rodriguez Y& Ellixit Cobes
5 vy Duncan & Tom Burt

¥4 Millia Richardson

¥4 Bingston Hyslop

RELAY Team

lllwn

Champlens

, Erily Wi arsd Sephia Carresce Olaa


https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.tennis.kiwi_win&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=sbyzlpHYL6EK-E6Ev1WkiHf_O-q0Vf8YctO4XQyfCcs&m=sOCUW5SPkewgomzifPmPC3iHxh71x_PmGODawf8U85x8DS07VP1kKajPxhUHwUZ9&s=izlCaf98GWoH68kfAiMxT42H-mHIBKV-5Wpmti9lYZw&e=

